
                                      

 

 

 

All Tohatsu Dealers,         15 February 2017 

Subject: Australian Marine Engines Emissions Regulation Update 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

As you may be aware the Department of Environment & Energy released their update paper late in 

December 2016, for the projected emissions regulation of Non Road Spark Ignition Engines and 

Equipment (NRSIEE). This currently is limited to hand held power equipment (under 25hp) and 

Marine Equipment including outboard engines. 

Please make yourself familiar with the document, as it projects some timelines that have the 

potential to affect your business decisions. As a summary, they expect to pass the bill by mid-2017, 

the rules drafted and completed within a month or two later. Implementation on 1 July 2018, this 

will mean no more importing of non-compliant engines after 1st July 2018. If they meet all these 

time lines then retail supply will need to be cleared by 1 July 2019. 

As one of the members of the advisory council we can inform you the government intends meeting 

their deadlines. We have also requested no sunset clause of dealer inventory clearance (1 JULY 

2019) as this has only been a recent inclusion in any documentation from the department and 

something that has not occurred in any other market that has introduced emission regulation. 

Be advised that within these time frames you are still able to supply 2-Stroke engines to your 

customers. It should also be mentioned that there will be no regulation on selling used engines, so 

your used business will be able to continue as usual after these dates. This may also make good 

used 2-Stroke engines a valuable commodity. As explained at the dealer meeting, we know that 

regulation has been coming, it has just been a matter of when. For those who attended, we 

presented the shift to NEW technology that has occurred in the Australian Market since 2012 and 

the opportunities that we as a brand see currently available to you. 

For all dealer there are significant sales improvements to be achieved by simply stocking and 

presenting the equivalent 4-Stroke engine to the 2-stroke models in the Tohatsu range. Customers 

are already purchasing many of these products from us and other manufacturers. You should fully 

explore these opportunities to increase sales though your business. 

What do you need to do? 

 Make yourself aware of the information in the government document so you can provide 

accurate transfer of info to your customer if they ask questions. There is a lot of miss 

information out there. If in doubt clarify with us. 

http://www.environment.gov.au/protection/air-quality/publications/working-towards-

australian-emission-standards-nrsiee-update-paper 
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 Start to understand the NEW technology models better. Customers are already purchasing 

these in significant numbers which we see most of our dealer missing the boat to make sales 

in these categories. 

 Let your customers know this is not a ban on product use but simply an import restriction. 

E.g. All new vehicles used in Australia must meet emission standards but you can still drive 

vintage, classic and other older cars on the roads. Same deal for Outboards. 

 Understand that the used market won’t be affected by this regulation. There may be good 

opportunities in rebuilding 2-Stroke engines at a later date. 

We will keep you informed on developments with regard to this situation. 

 

Best Regards 

Lakeside Marine Management 

 


